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8th February 2021 

West Cheshire UNISON response to the Consultation Regarding 
Short Term Respite Care Offer 
Whilst at the start of each session talking with staff, both UNISON Cheshire West 
Officers and Vivo Managing Director have stated that no decision has been made to 
close Sutton Beeches or Curzon House, however in the media it states that three 
Care Homes could close as part of the overall budget savings.   

Cllr Armstrong has been quoted as saying ‘Releasing the funding tied up in the 
currently underused facilities requiring major upgrades will enable us to provide a 
greater choice and flexibility of care for those needing it without any reduction in the 
level of services people can access’. 

You can imagine the disappointment from the staff and UNISON members reading 
this article.  Our members feel let down and very vulnerable, and I hope that Cabinet 
reads our response and give it the due regard our members feel this deserves.  

Leftwich Green has remained closed since 2018, so looking at the breakdown of the 
Weaver Vale Northwich/Winsford area in total 9 service users: 

Constituency  Area breakdown Sutton Beeches Vivo  

Ellesmere Port and 
Neston  

Great Sutton 

Whitby 

Ellesmere Port  

Willaston 

Little Sutton  

Neston 

7 

4 

13 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

4 

0 

0 

1 

Weaver Vale/Tatton Northwich 

Helsby 

Frodsham  

6 

1 

2 

0 

1 

0 

Eddisbury Winsford 

Malpas 

Huxley 

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Chester  Chester  45 12 
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Aldford Saighton 0 1 

Total   89 22 

 

So, in keeping it closed and selling the asset would raise a Capital Receipt of £310,00 
plus, as we know, the church is interested in it.  So, by releasing this asset the capital 
investment would not be required again saving £350K. 

UNISON believes that both Sutton Beeches and Curzon House should remain open 
and that the council broadens the scope of activities provided within these buildings. 

What is clear from the meetings that have taken place is a passion and commitment 
to deliver much needed care and support to those in our community that require these 
vital services. 

The staff, and our members, have identified a number of services that could be 
undertaken at both establishments, these services are very much need in the 
community, and assist greatly in breaking down the barriers of social isolation for 
those more vulnerable in the community as well as providing the support to the many 
families who are called upon to provide these services.  

• Respite care 
• Flexible respite care 
• Early mentally infirm respite care 
• Rehabilitation services (releasing bed pressures from hospitals where people 

have had hip/knee operations 
• Day Centre services (showering, personal care, hairdressing, crafts, games 

etc)  
• As a base for providing care into the community should the service user 

request this. 
• Creating multi-functional buildings that can be accessed by other 

organisations (hiring rooms for a charge) 
• Changing the registration of the buildings to cater for multifunctional use. 

A number of current support workers can drive a mini-bus and they have suggested 
picking up service users to take them to the centres and thus given them the access 
to the services suggested above.   
UNISON calls on the council to rethink these proposals and turn these buidlings into 
community-based centres providing much need support to those in our society who 
greatly need them and therefore enabling many service users to re-engage and 
become purposeful, they will develop drive and also aspire to do better simply from 
attending and becoming sociable and as their lives improve so does the carers, next 
of kin and everyone else involved in the service user’s life 
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Service users who currently use the Councils facilities have expressed the important 
value of attending Sutton Beeches and Curzon House, what this means to them and 
their families, in addition to the love and devotion that is demonstrated by those 
providing the support, in addition to the comfort and peace of mind that service users 
families have when their loved ones are attending. 

UNISON believes that Curzon House needs less investment, but it is accepted that 
there is a reliance on drivers due to its location. On the other hand Sutton Beeches is 
in a good location and is accessible via public transport and is within walking distance 
from the town centre. 

Both establishments have continued to provide services during the current pandemic 
in the main this has been Sutton Beeches as Curzon House could not accept service 
users with a positive test of Coronavirus. 

From the Breakdown of Locations Sutton Beeches has 89 service users and Curzon 
House has 22. 

The proposal is to invest in both buildings in phases: 

Moving the staff to Curzon House whilst works are undertaken at Sutton Beeches 
whilst consideration is given to what is required to make Sutton Beeches compliant, 
UNISON believes that the council can continue to provide services to service users 
that require these, and at the same time providing the multi-function use as outlined 
earlier. 

In regard to the £486k breakdown: 

Estimated building costs for Sutton Beeches:  

Estimated Total Building Capital Forecast 2019/20- 2023/24 

Source Cost 

Condition Survey £249,647 

Access Survey £104,525 

Service Request £132,000 

Fire Risk/Stopping Survey TBC 

Total: £486,172 
 

This is only to make the building DDA compliant.  External building, widening doors, 
windows etc, this apparently doesn’t include any new equipment alterations to 
bedrooms etc.,  
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Once the work is completed at Sutton Beeches, it is our view that the council needs 
to salvage and move the new beds/ equipment (virtually new) from Leftwich Green.  

The ‘none drives’ whilst the refurbishment works are undertaken obtain lifts etc, 
similar to what was arranged for the Leftwich Green staff when the building closed 
going to Sutton Beeches. 

UNISON recognises that some initial investment will be required for the opening up 
of a multi-use Community Base Building offering a wide range of services and would 
urge the council to consider the relatively small investment that is required for Curzon 
House. 

The staff based at Curzon House could be transferred to the Council as they are on 
the council’s terms and conditions and therefore there would be a saving on not 
paying redundancy and associated costs.  

The council would have the full complement of staff to support one centre 24/7 saving 
on redundancies payments. Both groups of staff could learn, and utilise, different 
skills and strengths from one another.  

If the council chooses not to consider any of the above, then it still has to provide 
beds for respite care, and this would have to be done in a block booking format as 
the private sector requires the money first.   

We know from experience that this would never be full and would not be viable and, 
in the long run, would cost the council a lot more money, effective and meaningful 
respite care is something we can't just buy from the private sector. 

We believe that there are plenty of trained staff to provide a multi-disciplined service 
in the one building for now, the staff are trained to the highest standard and the quality 
of care that is provided speaks volumes.  

The staff and our members have worked hard though the Covid 19 pandemic and 
they now feel that CWAC does not care about them. 

In the private sector the Cost of beds in a private nursing home is still around £1,000 
of which £600 is paid by CWAC and the remaining £400 is topped up by Service 
Users.  

It would be helpful to hear from the councils Commission/Contracts Section if the 
service that is currently being provided can be accessed from the private sector and 
how effective that could be. 

For many reasons, mainly cost related, we know that the quality of care is not always 
consistent in the private sector, which has been recognised by other councils for 
example Halton Borough Council who recently brought back in house four homes.  

I have spoken to Halton and two of them are now on Halton's Terms and Conditions 
the other two will do, but the pandemic has temporarily stalled the process. 
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So, in concluding, UNSON believes that by considering the points made earlier and 
by additionally investing in a multi-use building which we believe both buildings are 
fit for purpose for, would result in not be underutilised, would bring in some income 
and would save the council money in the long run.   

Under the current proposals and following consultation with our members UNISON 
would oppose any permanent closure of Sutton Beeches or Curzon House and calls 
on the council to rethink its position. 

Teresa Connally 

UNISON West Cheshire Branch Secretary  

 


